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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPDC, SA, UKS 

SUB J : MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO KING KHALID 
KHALID'S OPERATION 

REF LONDON 2560 

1 . EMBOFF VISITED SAUDI EMBASSY MORNING FEBRUARY 15 AND 
CONFERRED WITH SAUDI EMBOFF FOUZAN ABOUT STATUS OF 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE TO KING KHALID. FOUZAN SAID 
THAT IMMDIATELY AFTER RECEIVING TEXT FROM EMBOFF 
MORNING OF FEBRUARY 14, HE HAD GOTTEN IT TO SAUDI AM- 
BASSADOR. FOUZAN SAID THAT LATTER, AFTER HASTY TRANSLA- 
TION OF TEXT INTO ARABIC, HAD GIVEN IT TO KING KHALID AT 
APPROXIMATELY 1600 HOURS LONDON TIME THAT AFTERNOON. IT 
NOT CLEAR WHETHER TEXT WAS GIVEN TO KING ORALLY IN 
WRITING. 

2. FOUZAN, WHO HAD JUST COME FROM THE HOSPITAL. FURTHER 
INFORMED EMBOFF THAT OPERATION ON KING TOOK PLACE START- 
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ING AT 11:00 HOURS LONDON TIME FEBRUARY 15, AND THAT HE 
EXPECTED AN ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL 
WOULD BE MADE AT APPROXIMATELY 14:00 HOURS LONDON TIME. 

HE THOUGHT KING KHALID WOULD REMAIN IN THE HOSPITAL FOR 
ABOUT TWO WEEKS AND STAY IN THE UNITED KINGDOM CONVALESC- 
ING FOR A FURTHER THREE OR FOUR WEEKS. 
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3. SAUDI EMBASSY CLOSED UP TIGHT AT 1500 HOURS AND WE 
HAVE NO INDICATION ANNOUNCEMENT HAS BEEN ISSUED. FCO 
UNDERSTANDS THAT FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE BY 
SAUDI GOVERNMENT IN RIYADH RATHER THAN BY SAUDI EMBASSY 
HERE. AND HAS INSTRUCTED BRITISH EMBASSY IN JIDDA TO 
LISTEN FOR IT. 

4. IN ADDITION TO CUSTOMARY SECLUSIVENESS AFTER OFFICE 
HOURS, SENIOR OFFICERS OF SAUDI EMBASSY ARE ABSORBED IN 
ATTENDANCE ON KING AT HOSPITAL WHERE STRICT SECURITY 
PRECAUTIONS ARE NATURALLY IN EFFECT. 

ARMSTRONG 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEDICAL CARE, CEREMONIAL MESSAGES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LONDON02686 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770053-1100 
Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770241 /aaaabkee. tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3440cec6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 77 LONDON 2560 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3321214 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO KING KHALID KHALIDYS OPERATION 
TAGS: PPDC, SA, (KHALID, KING) 

To: STATE JIDDA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3440cec6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



